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DIRECTOR'S REPORT FOR 1904 


National Gallery, Ireland, 

1 7th March , 1905. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit my Report for the year 1904. 

During the year the following pictures, drawings, engravings, etc., were purchased 
at the prices appended : — 

(a.) For the General Collection : — 

Drawing by Albert Moore ..... 

A Pair of Miniatures by Adam Buck .... 

Oil Picture, “ Wedding Festivities” — by A. Watteau — purchased 
with the assistance of tlie National Art Collections Fund 

(b.) For the Portrait Gallery : — 

Portrait of the llight Hon. George Tierney, by Sir George 
Hayter ...... 

„ Marshal George Wade, by Wm. Hogarth 
„ Wm. Burton Conynghani, by Gilbert Stuart . 

„ Wm. Burton Conyngham, pastel, by H. D. Hamilton 
„ James Quin, actor, by Tbos. Gainsborough 

(of which £398 was paid out of Bequest of Miss 
Magrath) 

„ William Robert, 2nd Duke of Leinster, by Sir Martin 
Sheet, P.E.A.— a sketch for the large picture 
at Carton , 

„ Chief Justice Whiteside, pen-sketch, by J. B. Yeats, 

R. H.A. . 

A View of College Green, water-colour, by S. Brocas 
Water-colour, by H. Brocas . 

A View of College Green, coloured etching, by H. Brocas, after 

S. Brocas . 

Engraved Portraits of — 

Dr Bryan Robinson, etching, by B. Wilson. 

Napper Tandy, after James Petrie .... 

Archbishop TJssher, by G. Gloster .... 

Sir Anthony Hart, Lord Chancellor .... 

Lord Russell, Lord Deputy 
Lord Falkland, Lord Deputy 
Colonel Blood, by G. White 
Daniel O’Connell, after H. Newton 
Earl of Limerick, by Dean 
Bishop Porter, by C. Turner 
College Green, Dublin, by Havell, after Roberts, 

Custom HouBe, „ ,, ,, 

■ 1 Trinity College, „ by J. Maltou 
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Bishop Mant of Derry, by G. R. Ward . 

William Aldrich, Lord Mayor of Dublin, by John Brooks 
Earl of Caledon, by C. Turner .... 

General Lord Rokeby, by C. Turner 
David Latouche, by G. K. Sherwin 
Lord Rothes, by J. MacAvdell, proof 

Grattan’s Answer to the Address from the Catholic Committee- 
printed sheet with portraits .... 

The following Donations and Bequests were received 
(a.) For the General Collection : — 

Portrait of John Hoppner, It. A., by bimseif 
Presented by Hugh P. Lane, Esq. 

Miniature Portrait of a Lad}', on paper, by Adam Buck 
Presented by Hugh P. Lane, Esq . 

Two miniature Portraits, on paper, by Clementina Robertson. 

Presented by E. Stanley Robertson, Esq. 

Five Drawings, by George Petrie, P.R.H.A. 

TVo do. by Copley Fielding 

Three do. by T. M. Richardson 

Two do. by David Cox 

Nineteen do. by Sir Frederic W. Burton, including the well-known engraved work 
“ The Aran Fisherman’s Drowned Chile!.” 

A sketch by J. M. W. Turner, R.A. ; and 
Five miscellaneous sketches 

All bequeathed by Miss Annie C allwell ,of Herbert-place, Dublin. 

A series of ten Etchings, by Alphonse Legros. 

Presented by Miss S. C. Harrison. 

(b.) For the Portrait Gallery : — 

Portrait of Mrs. Grattan, wife of Henry Grattan, oil picture, artist unknown 
Presented by Mrs. Lecky. 

Portrait of Pamela, Lady Edward Fitzgerald, oil picture— a copy by A. de Brie, after a 
portrait by Mallary. 

Presented by the Right Hon. George Wyndham, M.P. 

Wax Mask of Daniel O’Connell, taken at Genoa after his death. 

Presented by Mrs. Varian. 

Portrait of Mervyn 7th Viscount Powerscourt, K.P., oil picture, by Sarah Purser ; painted 
expressly for the Gallery, and presented by Viscount Powerscourt shortly before liis 
death. 

The Painting Desk formerly used by Charles Robertson, Miniature Painter. 

Presented by E. Stanley Robertson, Esq. 

By her will, dated 14th September, 1903, Miss A. L. D. Magrath, of Cartron, County 
Roscommon, bequeathed to the National Gallery of Ireland the sum of .£400 “ for the 
improvement of the National Portrait Gallery by the acquisition of Paintings and the 
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furtherance of the Art of Painting in Ireland.” This sum, less £1 10s. 3d. amount of 
advertising expenses of charitable bequest, was paid over by the executor to the 
Governors and Guardians, and was applied in part payment for the Portrait of James 
Quin by Thomas Gainsborough, as above recorded. 

In addition to the foregoing works purchased or presented, Mrs. John Herbert Seeker 
lent to the Gallery tor a period of not less than six months the picture by Sir John 
Millais known as “ Hearts are Trumps,” containing her own portrait. This picture 
came to the Gallery in the month of April, and is still on exhibition. 

Mr. Hugh P. Lane, having applied for the loan of certain pictures for the Exhibition 
of the work of Irish Artists to be held in the Guildhall, London, the Board consented 
to lend the following pictures : — 

No. 162. The Opening of the Sixth Seal, by F. Dauby. 

„ 259. The Last G-leam of Sunset, by F. Dauby. 

„ 440. The Piping Boy, by Nathaniel Hone, R.A. 

,, 18. The Poacher, by J. A. O’Connor. 

„ 501. Interior of a Breton Cottage, by Helen M. Trevor. 

These Pictures were safely returned to the Gallery after the close of the Exhibition. 

During the year the following Pictures were surface-cleaned and varnished : — 

No. 77. Venus and Cupid, ascribed to Bronzino. 

„ 560. Portrait of Marshal Wade, by W. Hogarth. 

„ 567. „ Mrs. Grattan. 

„ 240. Napoleon and the Pope, by David Wilkie. 

„ 358. The Coronation of the Virgin. — School of B. Strigel. 

„ 45S Christ before Pilate ,, „ 

„ 360. Miracle of St. Nicholas. — School of Lower Rhine. 

„ 420. The Nativity, ascribed to A. Claessens. 

„ 20. The Virgin and Child — Westphalian School. 

A. new edition of the Catalogue has been completed and was brought out in the 
month of May. This Catalogue includes all works added since the issue of the edition 
of 1898 down to March, 1904. It has been carefully revised and brought up to date, 
and the Section relating to Drawings put on the same footing as that dealing with Oil 
Pictures by the addition of biographical notes on each artist. Although the whole 
contains about 100 pages more than the previous edition, the Treasury has sanctioned 
its sale at the price of sixpence. 

I have to record, with deep regret, the death, in the month of June, of Viscount 
Powerscourt, K.P., who, for nearly forty years, was a Member of the Board of 
Governors and Guardians of the Gallery. During that period he was an active 
Member of the Board, seldom absent from its meetings, and had always the interests 
and welfare of the Gallery at heart, while his advice and assistance were invariably at 
the command of the Officers of the Gallery. 

To fill the vacancy caused by Lord Powerscourt’s decease, Lt-Col. Hutcheson Poe, 
G.B., was appointed a Governor and Guardian, by warrant of His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant dated 12th September. 
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During the year tickets of admission to copy in the Gallery were issued to 22 
persons— 12 ladies and 10 gentlemen. The total number of attendances by artists and 
students was 1,349. 

The following changes in the Gallery Staff took place : 

Michael Moore, late 5th Lancers, was appointed attendant in place of J. W. 
Murphy, and 

James Breen, late E. Lancashire Regt.., in place of P. Haslam. 

I have the honour to he, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed), WALTER ARMSTRONG, 

Ihrector. 
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APPENDIX, 

DESCRIPTION OF PICTURES ACQUIRED DURING THE YEAR. 


1. Antoine Watteau (1684-1721). French School. 

Wedding Festivities. An out-door 1 scene, with groups of cavaliers and ladies and musicians around 
the bridal pair. 

This picture was purchased from the collection of Colonel Edward Browell by the National 
Art Collections Fund, and made over to the Gallery conditionally on the payment by the Gallery 
of ,£100 towards its cost. 

1 foot 7J inches high, 2 feet 2J inches wide. 

Numbered 564. 

2. v, Thomas Gainsborough, r.a. (1727-1788). British School. 

Portrait of James Quin, actor. Full length, seated in an armchair, with a volume of plays in his 
right hand, his thumb between the leaves : he points to it with his left. Dressed in dark blue, gold- 
laced coat. 

This picture was painted by Gainsborough, at Bath, for John Wiltshire, the friend of Quin and 
Gainsborough, and was exhibited at the Society of Arts in 1763, the British Institution in 1815, and 
at South Kensington in 1868. At the sale of the Wiltshire collection in 1867, it was bought by 
the Duke of Cleveland, and remained at Battle Abbey until March, 1902, when it was sold at 
Christie’s. 

Purchased for the Gallery from Messrs. Lawrie Si Co., London. 

7 feet 7 inches high, 4 feet 11 inches wide. 

Numbered 556, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

3. Gilbert Stuart (1756-1828). British School. 

Portrait of the Right Hon. Wm. Burton Conyngham. Three-quarter length, seated. 

2 feet 11 inches high, 2 feet 3£ inohes wide. 

Engraved in mezzotint by O. H. Hodges. 

Purchased at Christie’s, through Messrs. Agnew. 

Numbered 562, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

4. Hugh Douglas Hamilton (1734-1806). British School. 

Portrait of Right Hon. Wm. Burton Conyngham. Bust portrait in pastel. 

Oval, 9^ inohes high, 7 inches wide. 

Engraved in mezzotint by Valentine Green. 

Purchased at Christie’s, through Messrs. Agnew. 

Numbered 563, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

5- William Hogarth (1697-1764). British School. 

Portrait of Marshal George Wade. Half length, in red coat. 

1 foot high, 10£ inches wide. 

Purchased in Dublin from Miss Campbell. 

Numbered 560, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

^Painter Unknown. 

Portrait of Mrs. Grattan, wife of Henry Grattan, m.p. 

A small full-length figure, seated in a room. 

1 foot 41r inches high, 1 foot 1^ inch wide. 

Presented by Mrs. Lecky. 

Numbered 567, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 
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7. Sir Martin Archer Sxtee, p.r.a. (1769-1850). British School. 

Portrait of William Robert, 2nd Duke of Leinster. 

A small full-length figure, standing. 

A sketch for the large picture hy the Artist at Carton, which was engraved in mezzotint bv Charle® 
Turner. 

2 feet 1 inch high, 1 foot 5| inches wide. 

Purchased in London, from Messrs. Leggatt, Bros. 

Numbered 509, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

8. John Hoppneu, r.a. (1758-1810). British School. 

Portrait of himself ; half length, — fishing ; with a lish at the end of his line. 

Presented by Hugh P. Lane, Esq. 

2 feet 5 1 inches high, 2 feet wide. 

Numbered 566, and hung in Modern Gallery. 

9. Sarah Purser, Hon., r.h.a. Living Artist. 

Portrait of Mervyn, 7th Viscount Powerscourt, k.p. p.c. Three-quarter length, seated. 

2 feet 7| inches high, 2 feet 1J inches wide. 

Presented to the Gallery by Lord Powerscourt shortly before his death. 

Numbered 561, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

10. A. de Brie. ' 

Portrait of Pamela, Lady Edward Fitz -Gerald. 

A copy of an original picture by Mallary. Presented to the Gallery by the Right Hon. George 
Wyndham, m.p. 4 feet 2 inches high, 3 feet 3 inches wide. 

Numbered 568, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 

11. Sir George Hayter (1792-1871.) British School. 

Portrait of Right Hon. George Tierney, m.i>. 

Three quarter length. Signed and dated 1823. 

Formerly in possession of John, 1st Earl Russell, at Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park. 

Purchased in London from Mr. Toon. 

2 feet lli inches high, 2 feet 3£ inches wide. 

Numbered 559, and hung in Portrait Gallery. 
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